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Toastmasters members elect Dana G. Richard to International Board

Nokesville resident becomes new director of global educational organization
ENGLEWOOD, Colo., Aug. 19, 2023 — Dana G. Richard, of Nokesville, Virginia, has been elected to the Board of Directors of Toastmasters International, the world’s leading organization devoted to communication and leadership skills development. Richard was elected to the 2023–2025 two-year term at the organization’s 2023 International Convention, held in Nassau, Bahamas, Aug. 16-19. 

As a member of the Toastmasters International Board of Directors, Richard is a “working ambassador” for the organization. He works with the Board to develop and support the policies and procedures that guide Toastmasters International in fulfilling its mission.
Richard was Deputy Chief of Mission Assurance for the Defense and Counterintelligence Agency in Quantico and served in the military for over 30 years. His role included strategic planning, policy development, and resource and contract management.  
Richard earned a master’s of science in strategic intelligence from the National Intelligence University in Washington, D.C. He is also a graduate of the US Air Force Air War College and the US Air Force Air Command and Staff College. He has served on the Board of Regents for the Association of Certified Knowledge Management Professionals, as a leader of his Homeowners Association, and enjoys performing with groups like the Prince William Community Band. Richard has been recognized with two Defense Meritorious Service Medals and one Air Force Meritorious Service Medal and was additionally awarded the Defense Counterintelligence and Security Service Distinguished Service Award, the agency’s highest award. 
A Toastmaster since 2013, Richard is a member of his home club, Leaders Circle, in Nokesville. He has held a number of high-profile leadership positions within Toastmasters and has attained the Distinguished Toastmaster designation—the highest level of educational achievement in the organization. 
He says, “The Toastmasters experiential learning model is an extremely powerful and effective model for developing critical soft skills. Members can, and do, become better communicators through developing public speaking and interpersonal communication skills.” 

About Toastmasters International
Toastmasters International is a nonprofit educational organization that builds confidence and teaches public speaking skills through a worldwide network of clubs that meet online and in person. In a supportive community or corporate environment, members prepare and deliver speeches, respond to impromptu questions, and give and receive constructive feedback. It is through this regular practice that members are empowered to meet personal and professional communication goals. Founded in 1924, the organization is headquartered in Englewood, Colorado with approximately 270,000 members in more than 14,200 clubs in 148 countries. For information about local Toastmasters club, please visit toastmasters.org. Follow @Toastmasters on Twitter.
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